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Mission Statement
Genesis of Pittsburgh is a social service agency dedicated to
providing life affirming programs and services to pregnant
women, children and adoptive families.
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Executive
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Hello Friends,
I, not so affectionately, call 2020 the year of the pivot. When services around us started
shutting down on March 16th 2020, I knew that Genesis needed to step up and fill the gap for
those in need in our community. We were overwhelmed with phone calls and messages from
desperate young parents needing diapers, wipes and formula. We discovered that many who
had the means were stocking up on these items leaving those who live paycheck to paycheck
without supplies. Plus, many of our neighbors were suddenly out of work and didn’t know
where to turn for essential needs for their children. At the same time we were forced to cancel
our fundraising efforts including our biggest fundraiser of the year, the “Tee it Up for Genesis”
Golf Outing. Thanks to the support of donors and foundations we were able to, not only,
continue our services but extend them to help more people in our community in need.
When talking with our supporters many said the same thing, “I can’t imagine not having
formula and diapers for my child and not knowing when I’ll have them.” In this “year unlike
any other” I thank you for your unwavering support of Genesis and the women, children and
families we serve.

Warm regards,
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Jamie’s Story:
In August of 2020, Jamie found herself alone, pregnant
and addicted to heroin. She wasn’t sure about much,
but she knew she needed to make a change. In
September, Jamie was able to get herself into a
residential treatment program for addiction. She went
back and forth in her mind about keeping her baby.
She didn’t feel prepared to be a mom. She didn’t have
support and truthfully, she was just very scared.
Shortly after moving into the treatment program, she
was told about the Genesis of Pittsburgh Learning Center.
The staff told her they had other pregnant residents in
the past take classes through Genesis. She mulled it over.
She still wasn’t sure parenting was for her, but decided to
give the classes a try.
In November, Jamie started taking pregnancy and
parenting classes through the Genesis Learning Center’s
Zoom program. She was always kind, but a bit reserved
and shared that she was nervous about being in the
classes and being a mom. She attended frequently via
Zoom and seemed to be enjoying and learning. As time
went on, the instructor noted she was becoming more
engaged and asking excellent questions.
Within a month, she had rounded up a handful of
pregnant residents in her treatment program and
encouraged them to attend Zoom classes with her. It was
clear she had found value in what she was learning and
persuaded her friends to try as well. They have faithfully
continued to attend, no doubt due to her leadership.

In addition to participating in Zoom classes, Jamie
wanted to attend classes in person. She was able to find
transportation for herself and the co-residents in her
treatment program. They have attended multiple small
group, socially distanced classes in our Learning Center
classroom, all thanks to her encouragement and support.
She shared in one class that our classes were teaching her
that she would be able to parent her child differently than
she had been parented. Genesis’ classes have given her
the hope that her child’s life can be different. She learned
that when you know better, you can do better.
In February of 2021, Jamie moved out of her residential
treatment program. She has been sober for almost
6 months. Through our program, Jamie has earned
a brand new car seat, crib and mattress that she has
already moved into her new apartment. She has gained
confidence and continues to take our classes to prepare
for her baby to be born in April. Jamie is an example of
why we are proud of our program. Our goal is for our
moms to feel seen, cared for, and want to learn how to
care for and love their babies. Cycles can be broken.
We believe love and education can do that, and Jamie
is an amazing example.
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History

Genesis of Pittsburgh was established and incorporated in November 1973 as a hotline service
for women experiencing unplanned pregnancies. In 1978 Genesis opened its first center providing
counseling and free pregnancy testing.
It soon became apparent that the greatest need for the young women Genesis served was housing
during their pregnancies. The residence, Genesis House, opened on June 1, 1983. Since that time more
than 1,300 young women have found shelter, counseling and care at this unique facility.
Many of the young women who found themselves at Genesis House ultimately made the difficult decision
to place their babies for adoption. At that time, Genesis worked with outside adoption providers to
facilitate this service for the birth mothers. In 1991 Genesis of Pittsburgh became a licensed adoption
and foster care agency in Pennsylvania, providing domestic, primarily infant, adoption services for
birth parents and adoptive families.
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History

As Genesis continued to serve more and more pregnant women, the need from clients for assistance
with clothing and baby equipment grew. In May 2000, Genesis Center, a two story facility opened with
the first floor becoming the distribution center that is still in use today.
The second floor of Genesis Center was remodeled in 2011 and is what we know now as the Genesis
Learning Center. It houses a kitchen where nutrition classes are held, a small classroom for childbirth
classes, a larger classroom for large group classes, and several small offices for counseling.
While Genesis’ facilities were growing in the Bellevue area of Pittsburgh, Genesis also expanded
its service area in Washington County. In 1983 a small office in the city of Washington became an
additional site for pregnancy testing and clothing distribution. The Washington Center has grown to a
full distribution site, offering counseling and a complete class schedule.
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Population Served
Genesis supports nearly 3,000 client visits and serves over 600
clients annually. Genesis clients are primarily unmarried females
or young families trying to make ends meet in a single income,
or low-income, household. The client population is 54% African
American, Asian, Hispanic, or non-Caucasian.
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Programs
& Services
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Genesis Learning Centers
Pregnant women, expectant fathers, new parents, and Genesis House residents can attend free classes
to learn about pregnancy, childbirth and parenting in a supportive environment.
Our instructors offer a wide variety of educational opportunities, including newborn care (with SIDS
prevention focus), CPR and First-Aid.
Attendance at classes can earn pregnant women and their partners Baby Bucks. These can be
redeemed for brand new baby essentials such as a new crib, mattress, and car seat in our distribution
center. Baby Bucks can also be used to “purchase” gently used baby equipment, supplies and furniture.
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The COVID-19 pandemic halted and then drastically reduced our in-person educational classes. We
knew that so many individuals relied on these classes and that classes of this nature can be a first line
of defense against child abuse and neglect.
In May Genesis offered our first Zoom class to our clients. It was a huge success and since then Zoom
classes have become a staple in our educational offerings.

In 2020, Genesis Learning Centers:
- Provided Zoom educational classes to 1,896 class attendees including stress management
during these difficult times.
- Safely hosted socially distanced, in-person classes for 1,407 class attendees.
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In October, a client came in with her husband interested in taking some classes in person.
They were both quiet and very shy. He spoke not at all and she spoke very little. Her due
date was in a matter of weeks and she told me they needed a car seat.
They did the necessary classes while we all wore masks and social distanced. Her husband
went outside to phone for a ride when they were finished. I took her into the distribution
center so she could look at other things we had available.
After showing her some of our maternity clothes and baby equipment, and telling her about
things I liked to use for my daughter, she started to open up. There was lots of pointing
and gestures as she speaks just a little English, but the moment she realized I wanted to
understand, she started to tell me more.
She had moved to Pittsburgh from Africa just a few weeks prior with her husband, 2 year
old son and her very pregnant self. They had been unable to bring much, just some clothing
and a few personal items. I didn’t want to ask too many questions, but I could see her
demeanor (even under the mask) slowly shift.
When our clients feel that we care and can also help with their immediate needs, walls come
down. When they realize we are here to help, not criticize, small steps towards trust and
hope are built.
This year has been tough but I have seen so much good. Each opportunity I have to talk
with a client, in person or on the phone, to let them know they aren’t alone and resources
and support are available, is a privilege I don’t take lightly.
~Amanda, Education Counselor
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Programs
& Services
Genesis Distribution Centers
Community outreach centers in Washington and Allegheny County that provide programs and services
to women and families in need. The centers distribute maternity and children’s clothing, baby equipment
and essentials such as formula, diapers and baby wipes. Centers also provide free pregnancy testing,
counseling, and refer clients to our Learning Center programming. All programs and services are free
and confidential.
In March of 2020 when the stay at home orders were issued, our centers knew that we had to remain a
resource for the parents that relied on our services. We also knew that the need would grow due to so
many being out of work. Our centers hosted their first appointment only, contactless Essential Needs
Day on March 19th. Essential Needs Days - distributing formula, diapers, and wipes - became a core
program for our clients and we anticipate will remain necessary throughout 2021.
Additionally, Genesis’ Grandfamily program, originally developed and piloted in 2019 as a pantry
program for grandparents or other extended family members finding themselves unexpectedly raising
children due to the opiod epidemic, transitioned due to the increased need of all families due to the
economic effects of the pandemic. The Grandfamily program opened its resources to anyone in need
of newborn to young adult clothing and supplies.

In 2020, Genesis Centers:
- Provided 593 families with 36,302 diapers, 1,008 cans of formula, 3,180 jars of baby
food, 695 packages of wipes and 450 bags of clothing through Essential Needs Days.
- Assisted 116 families through our Grandfamily program with primarily diapers,
wipes and clothing.
- Supported 2,239 client visits with counseling or pregnancy testing, baby clothing,
equipment or other supplies.
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Genesis, for me, has been almost like uncovering a treasure that I didn’t know existed. I can
remember struggling to get my children clothes and other items that I just could not afford.
Being a single mother of 3 young girls, this resource has meant everything to us. I have
made friendships within this resource, helped to build the community, all while teaching my
children the importance of giving back to others as well. I am forever grateful to be part of
such an organization that is changing the community and individual lives for the better.
Eternally Grateful,
Chelsea, Grandfamily Program Client
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Programs
& Services

Genesis House
This residence and future-planning center is for women who are pregnant, over the age of 18 and in need
of shelter. The house can accommodate up to 8 women at a time. The goal of the program is to provide
a self-help, home-like environment aimed at fostering a sense of responsibility and independence.
With pregnant women being in the high risk population of the COVID-19 pandemic, Genesis House felt
the effects of the pandemic the most of the Genesis programs. For the safety of our residents and staff,
we were limited to 50% capacity from March through the end of the year.

In 2020, in spite of the pandemic, Genesis House was still able to safely provide 1,032 nights
of housing, meals and counseling to pregnant women who had nowhere else to go.
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2020
Milestones
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Genesis has developed new, or expanded existing,
partnerships with the following organizations:
• Latino Community Center
• 911th Air Lift Wing - providing Lunch n Learn education
and “Baby Bundles” to service members
• Action Housing
• Casa San Jose
• Center for Independent Living
• Family Strengthening Program
• Jewish Family and Community Services
• Life’s Work of Pennsylvania
• Literacy Pittsburgh’s Immigrant Services Program
• Nurse Family Partnership
• Pittsburgh Housing Authority
• Penn Hills Family Care Connection
• Prenatal Hope Program
• Pressley Ridge
• Project Star
• Veterans Leadership Program
• Wesley Family Services
• Western Pennsylvania Diaper Bank

Genesis was named a
Washington County
Community Foundation
Charity of Excellence

Genesis of Pittsburgh received funding to launch a
social media awareness campaign, was featured on
Bethel Park TV, and in Southpointe Magazine.
CLICK GENESIS LOGO
for VIDEO

Gene
BPTV

sis

2020

https://youtu.be/HLbJKL53DZc
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Financials

2020 EXPENSE BREAKOUT
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2020 REVENUE BREAKOUT
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Contributions and Private Foundation Grants: 27%

Programs & Services: 86%

Government Grants: 55%

Management/General: 7%

Program Service Fees: 2%

Fundraising: 7%

Fundraising Events: 1%
Other: 15%

Ways to
Give
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Donations are needed year-round to help support our mission. If you have any questions
about making a gift, we’d love to talk with you. Please call Genesis at 412-766-5212.
Monetary Donations

To donate by credit card, click the “Donate Now” link to use our secure,
online donation form.
If you have questions or would prefer to make your donation by phone,
please call 412-766-5212 x101, Monday through Friday 9:00am – 5:00pm.

Planned Giving

You can make your support of the Genesis mission part of your lasting legacy
by including Genesis in your will or trust. There are many ways to include
Genesis in your estate plans. Genesis does not provide legal or tax advice
and recommends obtaining the services of an attorney or other professional
advisor when considering a planned gift. Please contact our development
office to discuss your planned gift.

You can also mail a check made payable to:
Genesis of Pittsburgh
550 California Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA, 15202

Recurring Gifts

Employer Matching
Maximize your Charitable Giving! Many employers will match contributions
their employees make to nonprofit organizations. Check with your company’s
payroll office to find out if there is a matching gift program.

Visit our website to set up your recurring gift of any amount today,
or contact our development office.

United Way
If you or your company contributes to the United Way, you can direct
important support to Genesis of Pittsburgh designating your Contributor’s
Choice pledge to Genesis using #181.

In-Kind Donations

We accept donations of gently used baby equipment, maternity clothing and
children’s clothing at our Allegheny or Washington County locations. Please
contact us at 412-766-5212 x104 for additional details about what we
accept and how to donate.

Just $10 a month supports Genesis’ mission to provide housing for a
pregnant woman with nowhere else to go, education to new parents,
or clothing and other baby necessities to families in need.

Other Giving Opportunities

•O
 rganize a drive to collect items needed at our Genesis House such as
toiletries or paper products.
• Sponsor a meal for our Genesis House Residents.
• Organize a drive to collect items for our distribution centers such as
diapers, wipes and formula.
• Organize a “Baby Bottle Campaign” within a small group or your church
• Volunteer
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Board of
Directors

President:
Marilyn Planinsek

Executive Director:
Crystal L. Turner

Secretary:
Laura Bisbey

Treasurer:
Meghan Widmar

Directors:
Joy L. Allen
Justin Blake
Selene Cerankosky
Cheryl Daddi
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550 California Avenue, Avalon, PA 15202
412.766.5212

www.genesispgh.org

