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Mission Statement
Genesis of Pittsburgh is a social service agency dedicated to
providing life affirming programs and services to pregnant
women, children and adoptive families.
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Executive
Report
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This year we settled into the new normal which continued to bring change and creativity to our programs. All of the
Genesis locations remained open delivering our routine services while addressing the changing needs of clients.
The convenience of our ZOOM parenting classes have increased 253% in popularity. New parents and parents-to-be took
4,798 classes from the comfort and safety of their homes. Our virtual clients received the same quality education and
“Baby Bucks” benefit as our in person students.
The Grandfamily program saw significant growth as more families discovered this service and used it for clothing
and basic necessities for their children. Client visits have increased more than 290% since last year. With the help of
our dedicated volunteers we were able to continue receiving, sorting and distributing needed donations at all of our
distribution centers, as other clothing pantries paused their intake services.
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One of the highlights of our year was being featured on KDKA’s local morning show Pittsburgh Today Live on May 21st,
2021. Genesis received funding to promote our services, enabling us to reach a broader audience through diverse media
sources. We promoted our services through television commercials on KDKA and WPCW, radio spots on CBSN and
targeted Facebook Ads.
These successes would not be possible without the support of our donors. Genesis saw the need in our community and
individual and foundation support assisted us in providing needed supplies and education to the most vulnerable of our
neighbors. The pandemic seems to be waning but the organizational growth the past two years has made Genesis of
Pittsburgh even more essential.
On behalf of the staff, volunteers and Board of Directors, I thank you for your continued support,

Executive Director

Together
WE C
DO SO AN
MUCH
.
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History

Genesis of Pittsburgh was established and incorporated in November 1973 as a hotline service
for women experiencing unplanned pregnancies. In 1978 Genesis opened its first center providing
counseling and free pregnancy testing.
It soon became apparent that the greatest need for the young women Genesis served was housing
during their pregnancies. The residence, Genesis House, opened on June 1, 1983. Since that time more
than 1,300 young women have found shelter, counseling and care at this unique facility.
Many of the young women who found themselves at Genesis House ultimately made the difficult decision
to place their babies for adoption. At that time, Genesis worked with outside adoption providers to
facilitate this service for the birth mothers. In 1991 Genesis of Pittsburgh became a licensed adoption
and foster care agency in Pennsylvania, providing domestic, primarily infant, adoption services for
birth parents and adoptive families.
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History

As Genesis continued to serve more and more pregnant women, the need from clients for assistance
with clothing and baby equipment grew. In May 2000, Genesis Center, a two story facility opened with
the first floor becoming the distribution center that is still in use today.
The second floor of Genesis Center was remodeled in 2011 and is what we know now as the Genesis
Learning Center. It houses a kitchen where nutrition classes are held, a small classroom for childbirth
classes, a larger classroom for large group classes, and several small offices for counseling.
While Genesis’ facilities were growing in the Bellevue area of Pittsburgh, Genesis also expanded
its service area in Washington County. In 1983 a small office in the city of Washington became an
additional site for pregnancy testing and clothing distribution. The Washington Center has grown to a
full distribution site, offering counseling and a complete class schedule.
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Genesis supported more than 4,200 in-person client visits in
2021. Genesis clients are primarily unmarried females or young
families trying to make ends meet in a single or low-income
household. There has been a rise in non-English speaking
clients in recent years and more than half of Genesis clients are
non-Caucasian.
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I have a new 45-year-old female client who is now raising her 4 grandchildren,
ages newborn to 5 years old. She does not qualify for any assistance / services
because she has chosen at this time not to press for termination of parental
rights. She said “these are my grandchildren. Family is most important. I will
sacrifice whatever it takes.” She is moving into a new home to accommodate
the children. She does not own a car and must use public transportation or
Uber/Lyft. Genesis Grandfamily program was able to support her with so much
for the kids on her last visit.
~ Terri S., Grandfamily Program Coordinator
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Programs
& Services
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Genesis Learning Centers
Education can help prevent accidents and is also a first line of defense against child neglect and abuse.
Pregnant women, expectant fathers, new parents, and Genesis House residents can attend free classes
to learn about pregnancy, childbirth and parenting in a supportive environment.
Our instructors offer a wide variety of educational opportunities, including newborn care (with SIDS
prevention focus), CPR and First-Aid.
Attendance at classes earn pregnant women and their partners Baby Bucks which can be redeemed
for new baby essentials such as a new crib, mattress, and car seat in our distribution centers.
Baby Bucks can also be used to “purchase” gently used baby equipment, supplies and furniture.
The COVID-19 pandemic provided Genesis the opportunity to reimagine how educational classes are
provided to new and expectant parents. While in person classes are still offered and encouraged,
Zoom classes have become invaluable for parents who are working and have limited access to childcare
or transportation.

In 2021, Genesis Learning Centers:
- Provided Zoom Educational classes to 4798 class attendees and in-person classes for 835 class attendees
- Distributed 156 carseats and 97 cribs and pack ‘n plays
- Shared important child care and parenting education to more than 300 new clients
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The employees throughout the Genesis of Pittsburgh program have, and
continue to be, some of the most compassionate people I have met. They
provide ongoing support for people like me who recently experienced an
unexpected pregnancy while on birth control. I have been able to attend very
informative classes about motherhood and receive encouragement from staff
and baby supplies that would have placed a financial burden on my family
because of my lost employment due to Covid. I am grateful for this program and
the supporters for their generosity in helping to make this program accessible
to people like me.
~ Danielle W., Learning Center & Distribution Center Client
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Programs
& Services

Genesis Distribution Centers
Community outreach centers in Washington and Allegheny County, Genesis Distribution Centers
provide programs and services to women and families in need. The centers distribute maternity and
children’s clothing, baby equipment and essentials such as formula, diapers and baby wipes. Centers
also provide free pregnancy testing, counseling, and refer clients to our Learning Center programming.
All programs and services are free and confidential.
The Genesis Grandfamily program, originally developed and piloted in 2019 as a pantry program for
grandparents or other extended family members finding themselves unexpectedly raising children
due to the opiod epidemic, saw transition in 2020 due to the increased need of all families due to the
economic effects of the pandemic. The program has opened its resources to anyone in need of toddler
to young adult clothing and supplies. The program has seen an influx of immigrant and refugee families
as well and has created many new organizational partnerships to assist this fragile population.

In 2021, Genesis Distribution Centers:
- T he Washington Center - Served 381 clients through 1,702 client visits
- The Bellevue Center - Distributed nearly 400 diapers each day and supported 1,020 client visits
- The Grandfamily Program - Supported 918 client visits with 39,216 child care items

11

GENESIS OF PITTSBURGH | ANNUAL REPORT 2021

We have been seeing an incredible number of immigrant clients from different
referral sources, hospital social workers, and relocation agencies. Many of these
women have left their home country with nothing, often weeks before giving
birth, and we have been able to provide them with car seats, clothing, diapers,
toiletries, and other necessities. Working with these women is extremely
rewarding for me. Their gratitude transcends the language barrier.
~ Danielle M., Bellevue Distribution Center Coordinator
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Genesis House
The Genesis House program exists for pregnant women who are 18 or older and in need of shelter.
A residence and future planning center that provides, shelter, meals, and counseling with the goal of
fostering a sense of responsibility and independence.
All pregnant women staying at Genesis House who are chosing to parent their children are required
to take child birth and parenting classses. Additionally, the staff at Genesis House work with all of the
women on future planning including completing schooling if needed and making arrangements for
housing after their babies are born.
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In 2021:

- G enesis House was faced with COVID-19 limitations of half capacity and also had to limit intake for a
period of time due to a COVID-19 exposure concern. Genesis House was still able to provide 990 nights of
housing, meals and counseling to pregnant women with nowhere else to go.
- T hanks to a grant received from The Pittsburgh Foundation as well as support from an individual donor,
Genesis House was able to make needed updates and replace worn furniture, mattresses and linens for the
comfort and safety of the pregnant women finding themselves in need of this program.
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Genesis House has absolutely changed my life by proving me with a safe,
positive place where I’m now enjoying a happy and healthy pregnancy. The
resources are wonderful – the classes, clothes, incentives, events, but mostly
the people here dedicated to excellence in their work.
~ Rachel K., Genesis House Resident
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2021
Milestones
Genesis has developed new, or expanded existing,
partnerships with the following organizations:
• 911th Airlift Wing
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• Achieva Early Intervention
• Action Housing
• Beverly’s Birthdays

Genesis of Pittsburgh received funding to launch
an awareness campagin that included a :30 second
commerical featured on KDKA TV and a live segment
on Pittsburgh Today Live.
CLICK GENESIS LOGO
for VIDEO

• CCBC Nursing Program
• Cookies for Caregivers
• Dress for Success
• I Support the Girls
• Inovalon
• Life’s Work of Pennsylvania
• Literacy PIttsburgh’s Immigrant Services Program

sis
Gene
KDKA

2021

Click here to view commerical

• Salvation Army - Washington County
•S
 enior Connection - Saints John and Paul
of the Great Grouping
• Western Pennsylvania Diaper Bank

Gene
PTL

sis

2021

Click here to view segment
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Financials

2021 EXPENSE BREAKOUT*
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2021 REVENUE BREAKOUT*
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Contributions and Private Foundation Grants: 34%

Programs & Services: 87%

Government Grants: 55%

Management/General: 7%

Program Service Fees: 1%

Fundraising: 6%

Fundraising Events: 2%
Other: 8%

*Unaudited financials
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I saw a post on Facebook that you need winter clothes for one of your programs.
I’d be happy to donate money for shopping.
I lived at Genesis House many years ago (about 11) and received great support
in my sobriety as well as preparing for motherhood. I always make United Way
contributions to Genesis as well. I could never say enough positive things!
Thank you,
Laura B., Former Genesis House Resident & Donor
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Ways to
Give
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Donations are needed year-round to help support our mission. If you have any questions
about making a gift, we’d love to talk with you. Please call Genesis at 412-766-5212.
Monetary Donations

To donate by credit card, click the “Donate Now” link to use our secure,
online donation form.
If you have questions or would prefer to make your donation by phone,
please call 412-766-5212 x101, Monday through Friday 9:00am – 5:00pm.

Planned Giving

You can make your support of the Genesis mission part of your lasting legacy
by including Genesis in your will or trust. There are many ways to include
Genesis in your estate plans. Genesis does not provide legal or tax advice
and recommends obtaining the services of an attorney or other professional
advisor when considering a planned gift. Please contact 412-766-5212
x101 to discuss your planned gift.

You can also mail a check made payable to:
Genesis of Pittsburgh
550 California Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA, 15202

Recurring Gifts

Employer Matching
Maximize your Charitable Giving! Many employers will match contributions
their employees make to nonprofit organizations. Check with your company’s
payroll office to find out if there is a matching gift program.

Visit our website to set up your recurring gift of any amount today,
or contact 412-766-5212 x101.

United Way
If you or your company contributes to the United Way, you can direct
important support to Genesis of Pittsburgh designating your Contributor’s
Choice pledge to Genesis using #181.

In-Kind Donations

We accept donations of gently used baby equipment, maternity clothing and
children’s clothing at our Allegheny or Washington County locations. Please
contact us at 412-766-5212 x104 for additional details about what we
accept and how to donate.

Just $10 a month supports Genesis’ mission to provide housing for a
pregnant woman with nowhere else to go, education to new parents,
or clothing and other baby necessities to families in need.

Other Giving Opportunities

•O
 rganize a drive to collect items needed at our Genesis House such as
toiletries or paper products.
• Sponsor a meal for our Genesis House Residents.
• Organize a drive to collect items for our distribution centers such as
diapers, wipes and formula.
• Organize a “Baby Bottle Campaign” within a small group or your church
• Volunteer

18

Board of
Directors
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President:
Cheryl Daddi

Vice President:
Meghan Widmar

Executive Director:
Crystal L. Turner

Secretary:
Laura Bisbey

Treasurer:
Charles Adreon

Directors:
Joy L. Allen
Peter Elliot
Robert Ford
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550 California Avenue, Avalon, PA 15202
412.766.5212

www.genesispgh.org

